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THE annual Landed Rental of a certain coun» - 
try, is ſaid to be Fifty Millions, and the Taxes 
Twenty Millions. And it is alſo ſaid that the Go- 


vernment of the ſame country has, and may be, 


adminiſtered at the ſmall expence of One Million 
and a Half: Wherefore, according to the Syſtem 
of the End of Oppreſſion, there remains a goodly 


ſucplus of Sixty-eight Millions and a Halt of Pub. 


lic Property, to be divided among the Inhabitants 


to promote Induſtry, annihilate Miſery, and —— 73 


liſh the Reign of Felicity. 


"- 


— 


F 


] THEREIGN OF FELICITY, &c. 


SCENE—A ROOM IN A COFFEE-HOUSE. 
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MY 7 " 7 ELL, Gentlemen, what do you 
CrzRGYnAn W think of the Minas of 
the Indians of North America, which General 
Waſhington ſpeaks of in the Congreſs, as a matter 
of practicability? I hope he will be careful in their 
| uf whoa to low the ſeeds of religion, for without 
a due impreſſion therefrom, they will be but ſa» _ 
vir HL GGG. 
Courtier. I am of your opinion, Sir, that nothing : 
conduces ſo much to render the people good and 
ſubmiſſive ſubjects, as religion, This was a matter 
i -well underſtood by all the ancient legiſlators, for 
| they always commenced their buſineſs by forming 
the minds of theit new ſubjects to religion. 
E/quire. Yes, that was certainly the way to make 
blind and laviſh fubjetts, but not manly and inde *' 
pendent citizens. Superſtition undoubtedly con- 
_ tributed very. much to render the people a willing 
prey to Kings and Prieſts, therefore it is not ſur- 
prizing to ſee Church and State fo inſeparably unit- 
). dd from the beginning. i or which reaſons I B 6 


— 


„ 1 
be very ſorry to fee the independent minds of theſe _ | 
North American Indians, the on'y freemen remain= |} 
ing on the face of the earth, poiſuncd and depraved 
by fuperitition. e „„ oo” 

__ . Farmer, © Neither would I like to ſee them be- 
come beaſts of burden to Eſquires and Landlords, 
for then I would give them, up as irrecoverably loſt, 
When a people tamely -ſuffer individuals to raiſe 
princely revenues from them, under pretence of 

| rents, let them no more talk about liberty. All 

ö further impoſitions and impoſts become the natural 
ji conſequence of the firſt departure from ſyſtem, 
3 And oppreſſion thus ſanctioned and become familiar, 
| All men readily join in the ſcramble, and catch that 
z catch can. But as in all fcrambles the moſt power- 
BE ful are the moſt ſucceſsful, the landlords are ſure 
LE do ſeize on the government, and as ſurely too will 
HL LLC TNT d 
— Smo people cry out againſt fuch proceedings as 

unfair, and though they defend the ſcrambling ſy- 

- ſtem, yet would they have men to do it conſcienci- 
1 | ouſly, To hear people ſo far departed from recti- 
1 tude, bawling about liberty, juſtice, generofity, 
1 : and I know not what is truely farcical, and they 
! become the real objects of both ridicule and pity. _ 
| It there can be no civil ſociety without paying 

rents to individuals, I could heartily wiſh the In- 
"dians to remain for ever in their native freedom 
without Kings, Prieſts, Lords or Landlords, But 
i think I can ſhew how they may do without Lords © 
of any kind, and yet reap all the advantages of ci- 
vilized life. | . 5 
Courtier. You may form, Sir, what. ærial plans 
you pleaſe, but I believe none will be found to ſuc- 
ccd but the good old way by invaſion practiſed by 

i: the Iſraelites, the Romans, the Goths, the Vandals, . 

j the Saxons, the Danes, the Normans, the Spaniards, 

i the Engliſh, and indeed all the other civilizers of 

mankind. When any of thofe intended to civilize 

Sy | 5 a por- 
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a portion of the earth, they entered it with force 
=] and arms, took poſſeſſion of the Lands, and garriſ- 
1 . oned themſelves all over the country, and thus re- 
ducing the inhabitants on their reſpe&ive manors, - 
to vaſſals and tenants univerſal ſubmiſſion was the 
inevitable conſequence. - This way of inſtructing 
mankind, appears indeed very harſh, but their con- | 
querors always endeavoured to ſoothe their forrows, = _—T- 
with the conſolations of religion, which they in- 
troduted at the ſame time,” en ner ppg 
 Efquie, A very uncivil way of civilizing the 
world indeed, and I don't approve of it, becauſe if 
it be allowed to be juſt in the above inſtances, this 
country which has already beet many times civi- 
lized by different invaders, as the Romans, Saxons, 
Danes, and Normans, may yet if any of our neigh- a 
bouring nations take it into their heads to think * 
us in too rude a ſtate, be civilized again, and in this 
manner we ſhall never have done improving. I 
would however propoſe a milder way for the Ame- 
ricans.—- As there can be no civilization without 
Landlords, to let and parcel out the lands among 
the people, and ſee them cultivated, they muſt of 
neceſſity have Landlords, But the Indians at pre 
ſent being all equally independent, and having alt - 
an equal right to the ſoil, the beſt way is for the 
men in every townſhip to caſt lots who ſhould be 
Landlord of the diſtrict. When this is done, the 
grand buſineſs is ſettled, and civilization muſt of 
2 courſe follow. The reſt of the natives, and alſo OY 
foreigners, would then come and tike of th eie 
Landlords ſuch portions of land as they wanted, at l 
certain rates and rents as they ſhould agree. And 
the foreigners Who thus came to ſettle among them, 
would bring with them commerce and the arts and 
fciences, and thus they wonld ſoon become a po- 
pulous and flouriſhing people. | 
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| kind without reducing the great body of the people 
to a ſtate of dependence and vallalage?. Do vou con- 


ider, Sir, that your mild ſcheme immediately puts 
an end to all civil liberty. Thoſe great men, the 


Lords of the townſhips, would ſeize on the nation- 


al goverumeut as an inſeparable appendage of their 


property: for in {hott the landed intereſt and the 


government are always one and the ſame. To cry 


Ake children about liberty, after giving individuals | 


princely: inheritances and revenues to buy and ſell 
them, has long been the certain ſign of the world's 


_ inſanity, and before thev bawl any more about ſuch 


matters, they ſhould fo far recover their ſenſes as to 


know that their landed Feen and liberty always 
8⁰ together, 


If then I were allowed. to form a plan for the ei- 
vilization of the Indians, it ſhould be ſuch a one 
as ſhould preſerve to them their individual inde- 
pen dence and property, and yet affy:d them all the 
advatmages of Landlords, and all other civil inſti- 
tutions, at à very cheap rate. For certainly we have 
a tight to wiſh for cheap Landlords, as «ell as cheap 
Clergy, or cheap Inſtitutions of any civil natute. 
The beſt of things are never the worſe far being 
Iris. and they may be bought too dear. 
Toproeced: then, you no doubt will be furprized, 


| eee after what I have ſaid to hear that the 
foundation of my plan, is, that the indians ſhall: pay 


rents; yes, I lay, pay ents This will prevent in- 


dividuals from coveting more land than they can 


make god uſe of; and when they have once ſet 
a velue or rate on the lands, according to admea- 


furement and quality, the greateſt difficulty is over, 
and hey have only 0 conſider to whom the rents 


Malle 521d Ave bo here lies the rub „ for a 


miſtak in this point As tlie rock on which the li- 


bertics 2 the Were have been WISER. 
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„„ 5 
d ye untainted uneorvipted fors of freedom, let 
| me addreſs you on this momentous octafion,” with. 1 
\ fhe earneſtneſsand Warmth of friend; though Wien 
eloquence far below the importance of the fabje&; 
You alone of all the wretched inhabitants of the 
earth, are yet unwatped by flaviſh cuſtoms, and can 
profit by advife. ' Hearken then to the diſintereſted 
Leons of a man that pants for the emancipation o 
all the human race, that has from his infarcy enden. 
vouted to diſcover a fyſtem of ſociety, founded oh - 
equality, juſtice, and the individual independence i 
of mankind. But beware of him that aims to eſtab- 
lich privileged orders, for he wifhes himſelf Prin- 
cipally to profit thereby; whereas the preacher of 

- equal rights and privileges muſt undoubtedly be'no- 

- neſt, as he thereby ſhuts out bhimſelf from any pre- 
ine dg ad eu Lo gp 
Attend then, Indians, now is the moſt critical 

moment of your political exiſtence, upon' the turn 

of your opinion depends now the everlaſting yide- * 

9 pendence or degradation of your race. Ves, on che 
determination to whom you will pay your rents, 
depends every thing valuable in his life © 

How then ſhall we aſſi ſt you through this critical 
dilemma ?—Shall we fend a ſwarm of Clergy among 
you to receive your rents, and employ you 1: build= 
ing churches and monaſteries ?—Or ſhall ++ fend. 

a hoft of armed Iſraelites, Normans, or Spaniards, _ 

to take polleffion of your country, make you tiewers i 
of v ood. and drawers of water, and employ you in 2 
building them temples, caſtles, and palaces ; nay 5 
condemn you to dig your own ͤ mines for their uſe, - 
and in ſhort, to claim you as heir eternal tenants © 
and vaſlals, and in all refpetts to treat you like fo- 
reigners in yo.r o#n native country? Or ſhill we 
| adviſe you to creaie Lords from amo g yourſelves, + © © 
WI. all intents and purpoſe: would © as perni- 
cious and tyrannical to you as foreiguers.? Forbid 
So „„ e 
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it reaſon—forbid it- juſtice No, rather than 
ſtrengthen the hands of tyrants with your rents, 
give them to the fiſhes of the lea—throw them into 
ſome bottomleſs abyſs, from whence they will never 
more riſe to enſlave you by force, or corrupt you 
by influence or bribery: Methinks now Indians, - 
I ſee you wiſely determined, and juſt ready to drop 
thoſe dreaded rents into the gulph.—But hold, my 
lads, hold! Let us firſt try if we can hit upo nſome 
expedient to ſave this hard earncd wealth from per- 
dition, aud yet ſave your liberties—Now I think I 
have hit upon it. Is not the public the Lord of the 
Manor? Does not the country belopg to the inha- 
bitants? And is not the land public property ? 
Ihe public then is Lord of the Manor, and has 
an indefeaſible right to the rents, and will never uſe 
them to your hurt. Carry them home then, and 
divide the rents collected in each townſhip or dif. 
tritt among the inhabitants, and you will find free- 
dom and independence, inſtead of dreaded' ſlavery. 
to ſpring from the action; and like Manure, ſpread 
again over the foil from wheace it came, they will 
cauſe your country to flouriſh in an unprecedented _ 
manner. . ANG | 
Wherefore, O ye Indians, hearken to the voice | 
of truth, and ler neither force nor ſophiſtry deprive 
you of the Lordſhip of your foil; nor of the ſove-k 
reign diſpoſal of your rents and revenues, Never 
forget that the public is Lord of the Manor, from gene- 
ration to generation, and that all other landlords are 9 
impoſters and robbers, and however they may ſtile 
themſelves gentlemen, are only wol ves in ſheeps' 
_ cloathing, and live by ſpoil. Beware of them then, 
for where they once get a footing, there is no root- 
ing them out again. Think of theſe things, and 
3 your lordſhip entire, and your liberties are 
afe, and you ſoon will become the moſt enviable 
nation upon earth, and the lovers of freedom 2 
| OO Cc 


: & 


„% 
lock to you from all corners of the world, intreat- 
ing to become your Fellow. citizens. „ 5 

__ £fquire. Then you admit that your civilized In- 

dians ſhould pay rents? | | „„ 

Farmer. By all means: I would have them to 
Y for every ſpecies of property; for if not, We 

now that nothing elſe can ever bound the inſati- 


* 


houſes being paid for as tenements, people will 
deſire to poſſeſs no more than they can pay for, and 


make a good uſe of, and they will then find their 


true value, And to prevent impoſitions on indi- 
viduals, and to keep up the worth of public pro- 
perty to its true level with other property, the te- 


able co vetouſneſs of men. But by the lands and ; 


nements ſhould. be let in ſeven year leaſes to the _ 


| beſt bidder. When this is done, their citizens 
being thus kept on a level without he Pere uni- 
verſal ſuffrage follows of courſe, as well as univerſal 
capability of being elected. The government of 
ſuch a people, muſt of neceſſity be the moſt pure 
and perfect democracy, and every thing muſt be 
_ abject totheic contoull. 5 
Thus may the manly, the warlike Indians be ci- 
vilized without being tamed, without becoming 
hewers of wood, and drawers of water, either to 
foreign invaders or native uſurpers. The flaves 
and disfranchized labourers of other nations would 


here find emancipation, and aſcend to the real cha- 


racter of man, Encreaſe of population could not 
in this ſyſtem infringe upon the independence, 
rights and privileges of individuals, wherefore no 
jealouſy would be harboured againſt foreigners, but 
all comers would be received with the pure and 
ſincere fraternal embrace, and congratulated as if 
eſcaped from an Algerine captivity. 
 _ Efquire. But I have another plan: I think it 
would be very eaſy and natural for the preſent In- 
dian inhabitants to divide all their country among 

RE EI EDS 5 fp... 
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let portions of it to ſuch foreigners as choſe to be- 
Tome their tenantsss. > 5 
Farmer. The ſame ſtory over again! I find you 

muſt have landlords ſet up, though the liberties of 
all the world ſhould go to perdition. The conſe- 
ro of dividing the lands equally, would be, 
hat the preſent inhabitants would be equal, it is 
true, while they did not ſell their eſtates; but fo- 
reigners and their children who became their te- 
nants, would not be equal, and would have no ſhare 
in the government; neither would the younger ſons 
of the Indians, if the elder brethren inherited their 
father's eſtates as in Enrope; and though the eſtates 
ſhould at every man's death be ly divided 
« among all his ſons that would not preſerve equality. 
For in prolific families the eſtates would be divided 
and ſub-divided, :ill they were frittered to nothing, 
- Whileotherfamilies by decreafing in number, would 
row rich by concentrated eſtates, creating thereby 
inequality in landed fortunes,. and of conſequence 
in rights and privileges. oi 

It is not worth regarding the trifling influence of 
_ moveable property alone on the liberties of a people; 
for when wealth cannot be rooted and fixed in land, 
It is of a fluQtuating and evaporating nature, and is 
apt, like the moiſture of the earth, to take wings 
and fly away, unleſs reſtored by the ſhowers of in- 

__ duſtry, Wherefore, as ſaid before, to preſerve the 
liberties of mankind THE PUBLIC ALONE IN ALL 
CENERATIONS, AND NO INDIV1DUALS MUST BE 

LANDLORD, And let all the people ſay, Amen! 


VVV 


Thoſe who wiſh to fee how civilized Nations may be 
reformed into the fame fimple ſyſtem propoſed to the In- 
| dans, muſt read the EN DOT OPpRESSION, in two 
[8 Frarts, Price Twopence, Publiſhed alſo by T. Spence, 
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themſelves, in equal ſhares, and then they might 


- ON THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 


From a Speech made by FazRON in the Convention, on 
„5 Auguſt 26, 1794 - . | 


＋ . 


He unfortunate is it, th at after five years of 
| a revolution, begun by the light which the 
Liberty of the Preſs had flaſhed, even in the eyes 
of deſpots; if after having enjoyed for four years 
the moſt indefinite liberty of thinking, ſpeaking, 
Vriting and printing; if after having inſcribed this 
liberty in the Declaration of the Rights of Man, as 
the moſt ſacred of all rights, the moſt inviolable - 
and invincible protection of the reſt, we now find 


= * ourſelves obliged to call for a 'decree on the Li- 


berty of the Preſs! I reſpe& the convention too 
much; I have ſtudied this ipirit and the effect of 
its laws too deeply to aſk if there is a law that abo- 


liches the Liberty of the Preſs. No; no law of 
yours could take from the people - your ſovereign . 


and your conſtituent the enjoyment of the firſt of 
the Rights of Man. But the tyrant, to whom no- 

thing was ſacred but his own pride, trampled 
equally underfoot, the Rights of Man, and your 
laws. By him were ſent to death men guilty of 
no other crime, but that of having printed their 
opinions at a time when even the exceſs of this 
liberty had the protection, and the guarantee of 

all the laws, and all the powers, As artful as he 
was cruel, he never ventured to ſay printing is for- 
bidden; but the guillotine fell on every man whoa 
availed himſelf of his right. To make liberty go 
back wards, it was neceſſary for him to make know- 
ledge do ſo too. If the preſs had remained free, 


mme number of irreproachable citizens who were 


daily dragged from their homes to. i 
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up againſt the monſter, who harangued on morality 
And virtue, while he stopped every voice that could 
- Tpeak of his innumerable crimes. Thus he ſup- 
 +prefied at once the Freedom of Debate, by which 
1 | the convention could have denounced him to the 
ö nation, and the Liberty of the Preſs, by which the 
# _--- - nation would have denounced him to the conven- 
l tion. This dreadful example ought to teach us how - 
neceſſary is the Liberty of the Preſs to terrify, to 
unmaſk, and to stop the plots of ambitious men.— 
Every thing alſo tells us how neceſlary is this li- 
berty to maintain, in repreſentative legiſla tion, 
thetrue attributes'of democracy, and. to collect 
around the legiſlators the information that is indiſ- 
pn for establiſhing, in a vast democracy, or- 

der with equality, and the most perfect ſecurity, 
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with the most extenſive libert ß, & 
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